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Pedro Noguera argues that higher standards and more tests, by themselves, will not make

low-income urban students any smarter and the schools they attend more successful without

substantial investment in the communities in which they live. Drawing on extensive research

performed in San Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley, and Richmond, Noguera demonstrates how school

and student achievement is influenced by social forces such as demographic change, poverty, drug

trafficking, violence, and social inequity. Readers get a detailed glimpse into the lives of teachers

and students working "against the odds" to succeed. Noguera sends a strong message to those

who would have urban schools "shape up or shut down": invest in the future of these students and

schools, and we can reach the kind of achievement and success that typify only more privileged

communities. Public schools are the last best hope for many poor families living in cities across the

nation. Noguera gives politicians, policymakers, and the public its own standard to achieve, provide

the basic economic and social support so that teachers and students can get the job done!
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"This book will prove useful to anyone interested in and perplexed by how to reform urban public

schools in this country." --.

Pedro Noguera is the Peter L. Agnew Professor of Education at New York University.



exactly what i needed for my course, i study urban education as my master's major

Awesome read for any student going into teaching. I would recommend it for teachers in urban

schools also. It give good advice on what can be done to help educate ethic kids in urban schools.

Great book

The book came very quickly. It is a favorite, as it is the second time I've purchased it.

dr. noguera takes all the intuitive knowledge teachers, parents and other stakeholders have about

what to do for public education, adds a dash of theory, and creates a "recipe" for what needs to be

dished out to save our schools. we don't have to wait for superman!

I think this is a great book for urban ed course. If I ever become a professor I will use it in my

courses.

The book was great. Informative and a definite must for those who want to learn more about the

education system in California, and all the problems surrounding it.

Pedro Noguera offers hope and ideas for urban education from his own personal experience

working in the Bay area. Definitely recommended.
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